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Die Voners, 3. Fannarii, 1644. 


An Ordinance of Parliament forthe raking away of the Book 
of Common. Prayer, and for the eſtabliſhing and putting in 
execution of che Dzectory for the publique Worſhip of God. 


28:28 He.-Lowds and Commons afſem- 
IS T bled-in Parliament, taking into 


ſerious conſideration the mant- 
fold. Pnconventences that have 
ariſen by the Book of Common- 
 Paayerin this Kingdom, and reſolving, ac- 
co2ding to thetr Covenant, to refozm Religt- 
on acco2ding to the 892d of God, and the 
Example of the beſt Refozmed Churches. . 
Have Conſulted with the Revercnd, Prous 
and Learned Divines, called together to 
that purpofe ; And do judge it neceſſary that 
the ſad Book of Common-P2ayer beabolt- 
_ thed, © the Directozy. fo the Publique W02- 
(ſhip of God, Herein after mentioned, be eſta- 
; bliſhed and obferved in all the Churches 
Within this Kingdom : Be it therefoz2e ©2- 


Sa BE 


- bled in Parliament, That the Statute of 
* the ſecond andthird years of King Edward 
the firth, > corny Lhe penalty fo2 not t1- 
02mtty of Service, and Admint- 
- Bration of Sacraments. +ce, And the 
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"tute of the. fifth and ſirt yeares of the ſame 
King, Jntituled, Unifozmity of P2ayer,and 
Admtuiſtration of Sacraments, ſhall be u- 
fed in the Church : And lo much of the Sta- 
tute of the rſt year of Queen Elizabeth, Jn- 
tituled, There ſhall be Unifozmity of P2ayer, 
and Adminiſtration of Sacraments,as con- 
cernes the ſaid Book of Common-Prapyer, 
and the Unifozmity of P2ayer, and Admtnt- 
ftration of the Sacraments : And ſo much 
of the Statute of the fifth Near of the ſame 
Nueen, Pntituled, By whoſe O2der, the Bt- 
ble, and Book of Common-P2ayer ſhall be 
Lranflated into the welch Tongue, as con- 
cerns the Book of Common-Pzayer : And 
ſo much of the Statute of the eighth year of 
the fame Mueen, Jntituled, All Acts made 
by any perſon ſince Primo Eliz, foz the Conſe- 
cratiiig, Jnveſting,x+c, of any Archbiſhop,o2 
3tſhop, thall be good, as concerns the ſaid 
Book, Be, and ſtand from hencefozth Re- 
pealed, void, and of none effect, toall intents, 
conſtructions, and purpoſes Whatſoever ; 
And that the ſaid book of Common-Pzapyer, 
ſhall not remain, oz be from hencefo:th uſed 
in any Church, Chappell, oz place of Pub- 
lique Wo2ſhip, Within the Kingdom of Eng- 
land, o2 Dominion of Wales; And that the 
Directozy fo2 Publique Woſhip herein et 


- and to take a Copy, o2 p2ocure a Certificate - 


fo2th, ſhail beHenccfozth uſed, purſued, and | 

obſerved, accozding to the true intent and 
meaning of this O:dinance, in all Exerciſes 
of the Publique Wo:lſhip of God, in every 
Congregation, Church, Chappell, and place 
of Publique Woz2thip within this Kingdom 
of England, and Dominion of Wales; n3hich 
Directozy fo: the Publique Wozthip of God, 
with the P:eface thereof folioweth, Andit 
ts further O2dained by the Autho:ity afo2e- 
ſaid, That there ſhall be p2ovided at the 
charge of every Pariſh, 62 Chappelry in 
this Reatm of _ ; and Domimon-of 
Wales, afatr Regiſter Book of Ueltm, to be 
kept by the Miniſter and other Offcers of 
the Church; And that the Names of all 
Childzen Baptized,--and of. their Parents, 
and of the time of their Birth and Baptt- 
Zing, ſhall be Witten and ſet down by the 
Miniſter therem; and alſothe Names of all 
perſons Marrted there, and the time of thetr 
Marrtage; And aiſs the Names of all per- 
ſons Burted in that Pariſh, and the time of 
their Death and Burtall : And that the ſatd 
Book ſhall be ſhewed by ſuch as keep the 
ſame, toall perfons reaſonably deſiring to 
ſearch fo: the Birth, Baptizing, Marriage, 
92 Burtall of any perſon therein Regiſtred, 
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they. might nor: enjoy* withour cohforming'or Subſcn- 
bing to thols Ceremonies.. Sundry good Chriſtians 
have been by means thereof, kept from the Lords Table, 
and divers able and faichfull Miniſters debarred from the 
exerciſe of rheir Miniſtery (to the endangering of many 
Thouſand ' Souls, in atime of ſuch ſcarcity.of faichtall 
Paſtors) and ſpoiled of their livelyhood, to the undoing 
of them and their Famili:s.. Prelates and their Fation: 
have laboured to raiſe the Eſtimation of itto-ſich an 
height, as if there were no other worſhip, or way of Wor- 
hip of God amongft us, but onely the Service-Book ; to 
the great hinderance' of the Preaching of che Word, and 
(in ſome places, eſpecially of late ) to rhe juſtling of it our, 
as unneceſſary ; or (at beſt) as far inferiour to the Reading 
of 'Common- Prayer, which was mace no better therran 
Idol 'by many. Ignorant and- Superſtttious people, who 
pleaſing themſelves in their preſence ar thar Service, and 
their Lip-labour in bearing a part in it, have thereby har- 
dened themſelves in their ignorance, and careleſnefſe.of 
ſaving knowledge and true piety. 

In the mean time Papiſts boaſted, that the Book was a 
compliance with them ina- great part of their Service, 
and 'fo were-nota little confirmed in their Superſtition, 
and Idolatry, expeRing rather our return to them, rhan 
endeavouring the Reformation of themſelves : In which 
expecation they. were of late very much .incouraged, 
when, uponthe pretended warrantableneſſe of impoſin 
of the former Ceremonies, new ones were daily obtrude 
upon the.Church. CNEs. 1] 


Addehereunto (which'was not foreſeen, but fince hath 
come to paſſe)that the Leiturgic hath been. a great means, 
as onthe one hand ro make and increaſe an idle and unedi- 
fying Miniftery, which contented it ſelf with ſer Forms 
made to theix hands by others, withour putting _ 
W241 raem- 


THE PREFACE. —_ 
themſelves to exerciſe rhe gift of Prayer, with which 
our Lord Feſws Chriſt pleaſerh to furniſh all his Servants: , 
whom he calls to that'Office : So on the other fide ir 
hath been (and eyer would be, if continued) a matter of 
endlefſe ſtrife and contention inthe Church, and a ſnare 
| both to many godly and faichfull Miniſters, who have 
been perſecuted and filenced upon that occaſion, and to 
others of hopefull parts, many of which have been, and 
more ſti]l would be, diverted from all thoughts of rhe 
Miniſtery to other ſtudies, eſpecially in theſe latter 
times, wherein God vouchſaferh co his people more and 
berter means for the diſcovery of Errour and Superſti- 
tion, and for attaining of knowledge in the Myſteries of 
godlineſſe, and gifts in Preaching and Prayer. 

Upon theſe,and many the like weighty confiderations, 
in reference to the whole Book in generall, and becauſe 
of divers particulars contained in it; not from any love 
to Novelty, or intention to diſparage our firſt Reformers 
(of whom weare perſwaded, that, were they now alive, 
they would joyne with us in this work, and whom we 
acknowledge as Excellent Inſtruments raiſed by God 
ro begin the purging and building of his Houſe, and de- 
fire they may be had of us and Poſterity in everlaſting 
Remembrance, with rhankfulneſfſe and honour, ) bur 
that we may in ſome meaſure anſwer the gracious Provi- 
dence of God, which ar this time calleth upon us for fur- 
ther Reformation, and may ſatisfie our own Conſtiences, 
and anſwer the expecarion of other Reformed Chur- 
ches, and the defires of many of the godly among our 
ſelves, and withall give ſome publique Teſtimony of 
our endeavors for Uniformity in Divine Worſbip, which 
we have promiſed in our Solemn League and Covenant: 
We have, after earneſt and frequent calling upon the 
Name of God, and after much Conſultation, not ow 
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fcſh-md blood, bur with his hoty Word, reſolved to lay 
_ aſidethe' former Leiturgy, wich the many Rices and Ce- 
remonies formerly ufed inthe Worſhip of God : And 
have agreed upon this following DireRory for all rhe 
parts of Publique Worſhip, at Ordinary and Extraordt- 
nary times. 

Wherein our care harh been to hold forth ſuch things - 
as are of Divine Infticution in evexy Ordinance, and 
other things we hayc endeavoured to ſer forth according 
ro the Rules of Chriſtian Prudence, agreeable rothe ge- 
nerall Rules of the'Word of God. Our meaning therein 
being onely'that the generall heads, the ſenſe and ſcope 
of the Prayers and other parts of Publique Worſhip be- 
ing known to all, there may be a conſenr of all the Chur- 
ches, in rhofe things thar contain the ſubſtance of che. 
Serviceand Worthip of God; And the Miniſters may 
be hereby direRed in their Adminiſtrations to keep like 
foundnefle in Doctrine and Prayer ; and may, if need be, 
have ſome: helpand furniture: And yer fo, as they be- 
comenor hereby-lorhfull and negligenrin;ſtirring upthe 
eifes of Chriſt in them: But, that each one, by: medira-- 
tion, by taking heed ro-himſelt and the Flock of God 
committed to him, and by wiſe obſerving the wayes of 
Divine Providence, may be carefull ro furnifh his heart 
and rongue with further,or other materials of Prayer and 
Exhortation, as ſhall be needfull upon all occafions, 


an4/ 


333838316282258 
DIRECTORY 


FOR 
Publique Prayer, Reading 'the Hol 
Scriptures, Singing of Plalmes, Preaching of 
the Word, Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 


and. other parts of the Publique Worſhip of God, 
Ocdinary and Excraqrdinary. 


L ————— —_——_ | pm— 


— 


Of the Aſſembling of the Conereeation,and their Behaviouy in 
the Publique Worſhip of God. 


Pr brig; pageHen che Congtegation is to-meet- fos 

Swe Publique Worſhip , the People (ha- 
1 | ving before prepared their hearts 
thereunto) onghr all to come, and 
joyn therein : not abſenting them- 
ſelves from the Publique Ordinan- 
ces, through negligence,or upon pre- 
rence of private meetings. | 

Ler all enter the Afſembly, .nort irrevercntly, burina * 
grave and- ſeemly manner, taking their ſcares or places 
without Adoration, or Bowing themſelves towards one 
place or other. { 

The Congregation being aſſembled ; the Miniſter, af- 
ter ſolemn calling on them to the worſhiping'of rhe 
great name of God, is to begin with Prayer z 
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6 Of the Aſſembling of the Congregation. 

In all Reverence and Humility acknowledging the incompre- 
henſible Greatneſſe and Majeſty of the Lord(in whoſe preſence 
they do then in a ſpeciall manner appear ) and their own vilent(ſe 
axd unworthineſſe to approach ſo near him , with their utter in- 
ability of themſelves, to ſo great a Work : And humbly beſcech- 
ing him for Pardon, Aſiiltance, and Acceptance in the whale 
Shoice then to be per formed ;'and for a Blefiing on that parti- 
cular portion of his Word then to be read: and all, inthe Name 
and Mediation of the Lord Feſus Chriſt. 

The Publique Worſhip being begun, the people are 
wholly to attend upon it, forbearing .to read any thing, 
except what the Miniſter is then reading or citing ; and 
abſtaining much more from all private whiſperings, con- 
ferences, ſalurations, or doing reverence to any perſons 
preſent, or coming in ; as alſo from all gazing, ſleeping, 
and other undecent behaviour, which may diſturb rhe 
Miniſter or people, or hinder themſelves or others in the 
ſervice of God. | 

If any through neceſſity be hindred from being preſent 
.at the beginning, they ought not, when they come into 
the Congregation, to betake themſelves to their private 
Devotions, but reverently to compole themſelyes to joyn 
with the Aſſembly, in that Ordinance of God which is. 
then in hand. 
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of Publique Reading of the holy Scriptures. 


: Eading of the Word in the Congregation, being 

& part of the Publique Worſhip of God, (wherein we 

acknowledge our dependence upon him, and ſubje&ion 

to him) and one Means ſanRified by him for the edifying 

of his people, is to: be performed by rhe Paſtors and 
Teachers. FI 

- Howbeir, 


Of Reading of the Holy Scriptures. b; 


Howbeir, ſuch as intend the Miniſtery,may occaſionally 
both reade the Word,and exerciſe their gift in Preaching 
in the Congregation, if allowed by the Presbytery thae- 
unto. F\ 
All the Canonicall Books of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, (bur none of thoſe which are commonly called A- 
pocrypha) ſhall be publiquely readin the _ tongue, 
our of the beſt allowed Tranſlation, diſtinly, that all 
may hear and underſtand. 

+ How large a portion ſhall be read at once, is lefe tothe 
wiſdom of the Miniſter ; Bur ir is convenient, that ordina- 
rily, one Chapter of each Teſtament be read ar every 
meeting ; and ſometimes more, where the Chapters be 
ſhort, or the coherence of matter requireth ir. 

Ir is requiſite that all the Canonicall Books be read 
over in order, that the people may be better acquainted 
with the whole body of the Scriptures : And ordinarily, 
where the Reading in either Teſtament endeth on one 
Lords day, it is to begin the next. 

Wecommend alſo the more frequent Reading of ſuch 
Scriptures, as he thar readerth ſhall. chink beſt for Edifi- 
cation of his Hearers, as the Book of Pſalms, and 
ſuch like, | 

When the Miniſter, who readeth, ſhall judge ir neceſſary 
ro expound any part of what is read, let it not be done un- 
till the whole Chapter or Pſalme be ended; and regard is 
always to be had unto the time, that neither Preaching or 
other Ordinance be ſtraitned, or rendred tedious. Which 
Rule is to be obſerved in all other publike. performances. 

Befide publique Reading of the Holy Scriptures, cve-. 
ry perſon that can reade, is to be exhorted to read: rhe 
Scriptures privately (and all others that cannot reade, if 
not diſabled by age or otherwiſe, are likewiſe to be ex- 
horted to learn to reade) and ro have a Bible, 
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Of Publique Prayer before the Sermon. 


+ Frer Reading of rhe Word (and finging of the 
Palme) the Miniſter who is to Preach, is to en- 
geavour to get his own,and his hearers hearts to be right- 
ly affeted. with their (ins, that they may all mourn in 
ſenſe thereof before the Lord, and hunger and thirſt after 
the Grace of God in Jefus Chriſt, by procceding .to a 
more full Confeſſion of Sin with ſhame and holy confu- 
ſion of face; and to call up5n the Lord to this effe&, 
To acknowledge onr great ſinfulneſſe ; Fir, by reaſon of 0- 
riginal ſin,which(beſide the guilt that makes us liable to ever- 
laftine Damnation) « the ſeed of all other ſins, hath depraved 
and poyſoned all the faculties and powers of Soul and Body, 
deth defile our beſt attions, and (were it not reſtrained, or our 
hearts renewed by Grace) would break forth into innumerable 
tranſgre[sions, and greateſt rebellious againſt the Lord, that 
ever were committed by the vileſt of the ſons of Men. And 
next, by reaſon of attuall fins, our own fins, the ſins of Mazi- 
ſtrates, of Miniſters, and bf the whole Nation, unto which we 
are mary wayes acceſſary. Which ſins of ours receive many fear - 
fall aggravations, we having broken all the Commanamente of 
the holy, juſt, and good Law of. God, doipg that which is forbid- 
den, and leaving undone what s enjoyned, and that not only out - 
of Ignorance, Infirmity, but alſs more preſumptuouſly againſt 
the light of our minats, checks of our Conſciences, and motions 
"hi pwn holy Spirit to the contrary, ſo that we have no cloak 
or our fins ;, Tea, not only deſpiſing the riches of Gods good- 
neſſe; forbearance, and long-ſuffering, but tanding out againſt 
many 1nvitations and offers of Grace in the Goſpel, not endea- 
vouring 45 -we onght. to receive Chriſt into eur hearts by Faith, 
0x to walk worthy of him in oay lives. | 
To bemaile onr blindneſſe of minde, hardneſſe of heart, unbe- 
lief, impeniztency, ſecurity, lukewarmneſſe, barrenneſſe, _ not 
ENAeA®s: 
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Of Prayer before the Sermong 9 
endeavonring after mortification and newneſſe of life, nor after 
the exerciſe of godlineſſe in the power thereof, and that the beſt 
of ns have not ſo ſtedfaſtly walked with Goa, kept our gar- 
ments ſo unſpotted, wor bee (o Jealous of his glory,and the good 
of others, as we ought : And to mourn over ſuch other ſins as 
the Congregation u particularly mph þ ; notwithſtanding 
the manifold and great mercies of our Goa, the Love of Chriſt, 
the Light of the Goſpel, and Reformation of Religion, our own 
purpoſes, promiſes, vows, ſolemy Covenant, ak ſpeciall 
obligations to the contrary. 

To acknowledge and confeſſe, that, as we are convinced of our 
guilt, ſoout of a deep ſenſe thereof, we judge our ſelves un- 
worthy of the (malle#h benefits, moſt worthy of Gods fierceſt 
wrath, and of all the Curſes of the Law and heavieſt Fudge- 
ments inflitted upon the mo## rebellious Sinners, and that he 
might moſt juſtly take his Kingdom and Goſpel from us, plague 
us with all ſorts of ſpiritual awd temporall judeements in this 
life,and after caſt us into utter Darkneſſe, in the Lake that bur 
neth with fire 4d brimſtone, where is weeping and gnaſhing 
of teeth for evermore. 

Notwithſtanding all which, To draw neartothe Throne of 
Grace, encouraging our ſelves with hope of a gracious Anſwer 
of our Prayers, in the riches and all-ſufficiency of that oxely 
one oblation, the ſatisfaction and interceffion of the Loyd Fe- 
ſus Chriſt at the right hand of his Father, and our Father;and, 
in confidence of the exceeding ereat and precious promiſes of 
mercy and grace'in the new-Covenant, through the ſame Me- 
diator thereof, to deprecate the heavy wrath and curſe of Gol, 
which we are not able to avoid, or ; and humbly, and ear- 
neſtly to ſupplicate for mercy in the free and full remiſſion of 
all «4 rye uber for the bitter ſufferings and rene ; 
merits of that our onely Saviour Feſus Chriſt. "02% 

That the Loyd would vouchſafe toſhed abroad his love in our 
hearts by the holy Ghoſt: ſeal unto us by the ſame Spirit ef Adop- 
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10 Of Prayer before the Sermon. 


tion, the full afſur ance of our Pardon and Reconciliation, comes 
fort all that mourn in Zion, ſpeak peace tothe wounded and trou- 
bled ſpirit ; and bind up the broken hearted : And as for ſecure 
& preſumptuoms ſinners,that he would open their eyes,convince 


their Conſciences, and turn them from darkneſſe unto light,and . 
from the power of Satan unto God, that they alſo may receive 


forgiveneſſe of ſin, and an inheritance among them that are 
ſanttified by Faith in Chriſt Feſws. 

. With Remiſsion of ſins through the blood of Chriſt, To Pray 
for ſanttification by his Siprit ,, the Mortification of ſin awel- 
ling in, and many times tyranniting over #5, the quickning of 
our dead ſpirits with the life of God in Chriſt, grace to fit aud 
inable us for all duties of conver (ation, & callings towards God 
& men, ſtrength againſt temptations,the ſaniFified ac of bleſ- 
exe og croſſes,and perſeverance in Faith,and obedience unts 
the end. 

To pray for the propagation of the Goſpel and Kingdome of 
Clrit 6 hae the copver ſion *:. lews, the foro 


of the Gentiles, the fall of Amtichriſt,and the haſtning of the [e- 


cond coming of our Lord, For the deliverance of the diſtreſſed 
Churches abroad. from the tyranny of the Antichriſtian fattion, 


#1nd from the cruel oppreſsi0ns and blaſphemies of the Turk + 


For the _—_ of God upon all the Reformed — 
ally upon the Churches and Kingdoms of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, now more ſtrictly and religiouſly united in the [0- 


lemn National League and Covenant, and for our plantations 


in the remote parts of the World : more particularly for that 
Church and K ingdome whereof we are Members, that therein 
God would eſtabliſh Peace and Truth, the purity of all his Ordi- 
ances, awd the power of Godlineſſe ; prevent and remove here- 


ſe, ſchiſme, prophaneneſſe, ſuperſtition, ſecurity , and unfruit- 
fulneſſe under the means of Grace, heal all our rents and divi- 


ſions, and preſerve us from breach of our [olemne Covenant. 
To pray for all in Authority, eſpecially for the Kines Majelys 
| 1/248 
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Of Prayer before the Sermon. IT 
that God would make him rich in bleſſings,both in hi perſon && 
government , eſtabliſh his Throne in Religion and Righteouſ- 
neſſe, ſave him from evill Counſel, and make him a bleſſed and 
glorious Inſtrument for the conſervation ans propagation of 
the Goſpel, for the encouragement and protetFion of them that 
do well, the terronr of all that do evill, and the great good of 
the whole Charch,and of all his Kingdomes , For the converſion 
of the Qucen,the Religious education of the Prince,and the reſt 
of the Royall ſeed , For the comforting of the afflicted Queen 
of Bohemia, ſiſter to our Soveraien, and for the reſtitution ana 
eſtabliſhment of the 1lIuſtrious Prince Charls Elettor Palatine 
of the Rhene,to all his Dominions and Dienities, For a bleſſing 
upon the High Court of P arliament, (when ſitting in any of 
theſe Kingdomes reſpettively) the Nobility, the ſubordinate 
Fudges and Magiſtrates, the Gentry and all the Commonalty ; 
For all Paſtors and Teachers, that God would fill them with his 
Spirit, make them n——_— haly, ſober, juſt, peaceable, and 
gracious in their lives , ſound, faithful, and powerfull in their 
Minlſtery ; and follow all their labours with abundance of (us- 
 Ceſſe and bleſſing ; and give unto all his people, Paſtors accor- 
ding to his own heart ,, For the Vaiverſities, and all Schools - 

Religious ſeminaries of Church and Common wealth that 
they may flouriſh more and more in Learning and Piety , For 
the particular City or Congregation, that God would powre ont 
a blefing upon the Miniſtery of the Word,Sacraments,and Diſ- 
cipline, upon the Civil Government, and all the ſeverall Fami- 
lies and perſons therein; For Mercy to the afflifted under any 
inward or outward diftreſſe , For ſeaſonable weather and fruit- 

full ſeaſons as the time may require, For averting the Fudze- 
| ments that we either feel or fear, or are liable unto, as Famine, 
Pefilence, the Sword, and ſuch like. | 
And, with Confidence of his mercy to his whole Church, and 
the acceptance of our perſons _—_ the merits and mediation 
of our great High-Prieſt the Lora Feſus, To profe(ſe that it ' 
| *. b65e- 
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the deſire of our ſoules to have fellowſhip with God is the reve- 


rent and conſcionable ſe of his holy Ordinances , and, tothat 
purpoſe to pray earneſtly for his grace and effe(fuall aſſiſtance to 


the ſanfification of his holy Sabbath, the Lords day, inall the 
duties thereef ,publike and private,both to our ſelves, and to all 


other Congregations of his people, according to the riches and 


 excellency of the Goſpel this day celebrated and enjoyed. 


And, becauſe we have been unprofitable hearers in times 


paſt, and now cannot of our ſelves receive as we ſhould,the deep 
things of God, the myſteries of Feſus Chriſt, which require a 


ſpirtaall diſcerning, To pray that the Lord who teacheth to 
profit, would graciouſly 0 ar 4 to ponre out the Spirit of Grace, 


fogether with the ontward meanes thereof, cauſing us to attain 
ſuch a meaſure of the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt 
Teſs our Lord, and in him, of the things which belong to our 
 peace;that we way account all things but as droſſe in compariſon 


of him : And that we, taſting the firſt fruits of the glory that 

& toberevealed, may long for a more full and perfett communi- 

on with him, that where he is, we may be alſo,and enjoy the fal- 

neſſe of thoſe joyes and pleaſures which are at his right hand 
or eVermore. 

More particularly that God would in ſpeciall manner furniſh 
his Servant (now called to diſpenſe the bread of life unto his 
houſhold) with wiſdome,' fidelity, Jeale, and ntterance, that 
he may divide the Word of God arizht, to every one his portion, 
in evidence-and demonſtration of the Spirit and power , and 


- that the Lord wonld circumciſe the eares and hearts of the Hea- 


rers, to heare, love, and receive with meekneſſe the ingrafted 
Word, which i able to ſave their ſeules, make them as good 
gronnd to receive inthe good ſeed of the Word, and ſtrengthen 
them againſt the temptations of Satan, the cares of tht 
World , the hardneſſe of their own hearts, and whatſoever 
elſe may hinder their profitable and ſaving hearing , that 
ſo Chriſt may be ſo formed in them, and live inthem, ma i 
; FDE. 
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their thoughts may be brought into captivity to the obedience of 


 Chrif, and their hearts eft abliſhed in every goed word and warke 
for ever. 


We judge this to be a convenient Order, inthe ordinary 
publique Fragen z yer ſo, as the Miniſter may defer (as 
in prudence he ſhall think meer ) ſome part of thele Peri- 
tions, till after his Sermon, or offer up to God ſome of the 
Thankſgiveings, hereafter appointed, in his Prayer before 
his Sermon. 


_—_ 


Of the Preaching of the Word, 


—_— of the Word, being the power of God unto 
Salvation, and one of the greateſt and moſt excellent 
Works belonging to the Miniſtery ofthe Goſpel, ſhould be 
ſo performed, that the Workman need not be aſhamed, bur 
may ſave himſelte, and thoſe charhear him. 

Ic is preſuppoſed ( according to the Rules for Ordina- 
tion ) that the Miniſter of Chriſt is in ſome good. mea- 
ſure gifted for ſo weighty a ſervice, by his skill in che 
Originall Languages, and in ſuch Arts and Sciences as are 
handmaids unto Divinity, by his knowledge in the whole 
Body of Theology, but moſt of all in the Poly Scriptures, 
having his ſenſes and heart exerciſed in- them aboye the 
common fort of Beleevers; and by the illumination of 
Gods Spirit, and other gifts of edification, which ( rogerher 
with reading and ſtudying of the Word )he ought ſtill ro 
ſeek by Prayer, and an humble heart, reſolving to admit and 
receive any truth not yet atrained, when eyer God ſhall 
make it known unto him. All which he is ro make uſe of, 
and improve in his private preparations, before he deliyer in 


publique what he hath provided. _ 
© Ordinarily,the ſubje& of his Sermon is ro be ſome Text 
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of Scripture, holding forth ſome principle or head of Reli- 
gion ; or ſuitable toſome ſpeciall occaſion emergent, or he 
may g0 on in ſome Chapter, Pſalm, or Book of the holy 
Scripture, as he ſhall ſee fit. 

Let the IntroduQtionto his Text be brief and perſpicuous, 
drawn from theTextir ſelf,or context,or ſome parallel place, 
of generall ſentence of Scripture. 

If the Text be long (as in Hiſtories and Parablesit fome- 
times muſt be) let him give a brief ſum of it + if ſhort, a 
Paraphraſe thereof, it need be: In both, looking diligently 
tothe ſcope ofthe Text, and pointing at the chief heads and 
grounds of Doctrine, which he is to raiſe from it. 

In Analyſing anddividing his Text, he isto regard more 
the order of matter, then of words, and neither to burden 
the memory of the hearers in the beginning, with too many 
members of Diviſion, nor to trouble their mindes with ob- 
{cure termes of Art. | 

In raiſing DoCtrines from the Texr, his care ought ro be, 
Firſt, thatthe matter be the truth of God. Secondly, that 
it bea truth contained in, or grounded on that Text, that 
the hearers may diſcern how God teacheth it from thence. 
Thirdly, that he chiefly in{iſt upon thoſe Do&rines which 
are principally intended,and make moſt tor the edification.of 
the hearers. 

The Dodtrineisto be expreſſed in plain termes, or if any 
thing in it need explication, is to be opened, and the conſe- 
quence alſo from the Text cleared. The parallel places of 
Scripture confirming the Noctrine,are rather to be plain and 
pertinent,then many,and(if need be)fomewhat inſiſted upon,, 
and applied tothe purpoſe in hand. 

The Arguments or Reaſons are to be folid ; and, as much, 
- as may be, convincing. Theilluſtrations of what kinde ſo- 
ever, ought to be full of light, and ſuch as may convey the 
truth into the Hearers heart with ſpirituall delight. 
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It any Doubt, obvious from Scripture, Reaſon or Preju- 
dice of the Hearers,ſeemto ariſe, it is very requiſiteto remove 
it, by reconciling the ſeeming differences, anſwering the rea- 
ſons,and difcovering and taking away the cauſes of prejudice 
and miſtake, Otherwile it is not fitto detainthe hearers with 
propounding or anſwering vain or wicked Cavils, which as 
they are endles, ſo the propounding and anſwering of them 
oth more hinder then promote edification. 

He is not to reſt in generall Doctrine, although never ſo 
much clearedand confirmed, bur to bring it home to ſpeciall 
Uſe, by application to his hearers : Which albeit ir prove a 
work of great difficulty to himſelfe, requiring much prudence 
zeal and meditation, and to the naturall and corrupt man, 
will be very unpleaſant; yet he isto endeayour to. perform it 
in ſuch a manner, that his Auditors may feel the Word of 
God to be quick and powerfull, and a diſcerner of the _ 
thoughts and intents of the heart ; and if thatany unbelic- 
ver or ignorant perſon be preſent, he may have the ſecrets of 
his heart made manifeſt, and give glory ts God. 

In the Ute of Inſtruction or Information in the knowledge 
of ſome truth, which is a conſequence from his Doarine he 
may ( when convenient )confirm it by a few firm Arguments 
from the Text in hand, and other places of Scripture,or from 
the nature ofthat common place in Divinity, whereof that 
truth is a branch. 

In Confutation of falſe Dorines, he is neither to raiſe 
an old Herefie from the grave, nor to mentiona blaſphe- 
mous opinion unneceſſarily : Bur if the people be in danger 
of an Errour, he is to confute it ſoundly, and endeavour to 
latisfie their judgements and conſciences againſt all ob- 
jections. | ew CON, SQ 5b 

In.Exhorting to Duties,he is,as he ſeeth cauſe.coteach alſo 
the means that help to the performance of them. 

In Dehortation, Reprehenſion, and publique Admo- 
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tion ( which-require ſpecaall wiſdom ) let him, as there ſhall 
be caufe,not only diſcover the nature and greatneſle of the 


fin, with the miſery attending it, but alſo ſhew the danger 
his hearers are into be overtaken and ſurprized by it, toge- 


ther with the Remidies and beſt way to avoid it. 
- Inzpplyingcomfor,, whether generall againft all tenta- 
tions, or perticular againſt ſome ſpeciall troubles or terrors, 
he is carefully toanſwer ſuch obxRions, as a troubled heart 
andafflicted{pirit may ſuggeſt to the contrary. 

Iris alſo fometimes requiſite co give ſome Notes of triall 
( which is very profitable, eſpecially when performed by 
able and experienced Miniſters, with circumſpeRion and 
prudence, and the Signes clearly grounded on the holy 


Scripture ) whereby the Hearers may be able to examine - 


themſclves, whether they have attained thoſe Graces, and 
ormed thofe Duties ro which he exhorteth, or be guil 
of the ſinne reprehended, and m danger of the Judge- 
ments Tthreatned, or are ſuch t9 whom the Conſolarions 
propounded do belong, thar accordiigly they may be 
quickned and excked to Duty, humbled for their Wants 
and Sins, affected with their Danger, and ſtrengthned with 
Comfort, as their condition upon Examination ſhall 

UHIC.- 

And, -as he needeth not alwayes to proſecute every Do- 
Arine which lies ir. his Text, ſo is he wiſelyto make choice 
of fuch Utes, as, byhis refidence and converſing with his 
flock, he finderh myſt needtull and'ſeaſdnable: and, amongft 
chaſe, fuch asrmay moſt drawitheir ſoutes to Chriſt,rhe fount- 
ain of lipht, holineſſe and comforr. 

- This Method 4s not preſcribed as neceflary for every 
man, Or upon every Text; but only recommended, as be» 
ing found by. experience to" be'very much bleffed of God, 
and very helpfall for'the peoples wngerſtandings and me- 


mories 
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Bur the ſervants of Chriſt, whatever his Method be, is to 
perform his whole Miniſtery, 'C 

1. Painfully, not doing the work of the Lord negki 

ently. 
: 2. "Plainly,chas the meaneſt may underſtand, delivering 
rhetruth, not in the entiſfing words. of mans. wiſdom, burin 
demonſtration of the Spiri and power, left the Crofleof 
Chriſt ſhould be made oft none effe: Abſtaining alfo from 
an unprofitable uſe of unknowne Tongues, range phrates, 
and cadencies of ſounds and ywords, aringly citing | ſenten- 
ces of Eccleſiaſticall, or other humane Writers, ancient or 
modern, be they neverſo elegant. 

3. Faithfully, looking: atthe honour of Chriſt, the con- 
verſion, edification and ſalvation of the people, not at his 
owne gain orglory: Keeping nothing back which may pro- 
more thoſe holy ends, giving to every one his own portion, 
and bearing indifferent reſpec unto all, withouc negleQing 
themeanefſt, or ſparing the greareſt in their ſins. 

4. Wildly, framing framing all his Do@rines, Exhortations, and 
eſpecially his R _ oofs, in ſuch a manner as may be moſt 
likely to prevail, ig all due reſpe&rocach =" 

and place, and not mixing his own paſſion or birre 

5. Gravely, as becommeth theword of God, fhunnine all 
ſuch geſture, voiceand expreflions, us may occafionths 'COr- 
ruptions of mento ceſpiſe him and his Miniftry. 


6. With loving n, that the rene” may. ſee all: 
comming from his godly zeal, TAI era: do them. 
good. And, 


7. Astaught of God, and perfovnded in his own hoarr, 
davall wine bs redhat 6 dic eo of Chriſt; and walk 
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in private and publike, OA his labours'ro 

Neb ng of God , and warchfally- Jookin g to himfelfand 

the flock, 1 whereof the 7 TW made lum overſeer Ye 
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ſhall. the Dorine of truch be preſerved uncorrupt, many 
ſoules converted and built up, and himſelf receive manifold 
comforts of his labours, even in his life, and afterward the 
Crown of Glory laid up for him in the world to come, 

Wherethere are more Miniſters in a Congregation then 
one, and: they of different gifts, each may more eſpecially 
apply himſelf ro Do&rine or Exhortation, according tothe 
gift wherein he moſt excelleth, and as they ſhall agree be- 
rween themſelves. 


—_— — -— — - 
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Of Prayer after the Scrmon, 


— Sermon: being ended, the Miniſter 1s; 

Togivethanks for thegreat Love of God in ſending his 
Son Feſus Chriſt unto us; For the communication of his Holy 
Spirit , For the light and liberty of the glorious Goſpel, and the 
rich and heavenly Bleſdings revealed therein; as namely, 'Elc- 
tHon, Vocation Adoption , Fuſtification, Sanitification, and hope» 
of Glory, For the admirable goodneſſe of God in freeeng the Land 
from Antichriſtian _—_ and Tyranny, and for all other Na- 
tional Deliverances , For the Reformation of Religion , For the_- 
Covenant ; and for many Temperall bleſsngs. 

To pray for the continuance of the Goſpel, and all Ordinances 
thereof, in their purity, power and liberty. | 

To turn the cheif and moſt uſefull bead, of the Sermos into 
ſome few Petitions ; and to pray that it may abide in the heart, and 
bring forth fruit. | | 

To pray for preparation for death and judgement, anda watch- 
zng for the comming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. To intreat of God the 
forgiveneſſe of the iniquities of our holy things, and the acceptation 
of oxr ſpiritual ſacrifice through the merit and mediation of our 
ys = h-Prieſt and Saviour the Lord Teſs Chriſt. 


auſe che Prayer which Chriſt taught his Diſci- 
| ples. 
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Of Baptiſme_. 19 
ples, is not only a Patern of Prayer, but it ſelf amoft com- 
prehenſive Prayer, we recommend it alſo to be uſed in the 
Prayers ofthe Church. | | 

And whereas, atthe adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
the holding publique Faſts and dayes of Thankſgiving, 
and other ſpeciall occafions, which may afford matter of 
ſpeciall Petitions and Thanſgivings; Ir is. requiſite ro ex- 
preſſe ſomewhat in our 15 Prayers (as atthis time, it is 
our duty to pray for a blefling upon the Aſſembly of Di- 
vines, the Armies by Seaand Land, for the defence of the 
King, Parliamentand Kingdom.) Every Miniſter is herein 
to apply himſelf in his Prayer before, or after his Sermon to. 
thoſe occaſions ; but for the manner, he is left ro his liberty 
as God ſhall dire& and inable him, in piety and wiſedom to 
diſcharge his duty. 

The Prayer ended, let a Pſalm be ſung, if with conve- 

 niency it may be done. After which (unleſle ſome other 

Ordinance of Chriſt that concerneth the Congregation at. 

5 | chat time betofollow) letthe Miniſter diſmiſle the Congre- 

gation with a ſolemn bleſling, 


SSANAESEARESAN A AAEASERLANTE 
| THE | 
» | Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 


And firſt, Of Bayr1i $M, 


Arr1smsz, AsSitis not unneceſſarily to-be delayed,ſo: 
is it not to beadminiſtred in any caſe by any. private per- 
ſon; but by a Miniſter of Chriſt, called to be the ſteward of 
the Myſteries of God. 

| Noristo be adminiſtred in private places, or privately 


B 
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but in the place ofPublike Worſhip, andin the face of the 
Congregation, where the _ mzy moſt conveniently ſee 
and hear; and not inthe places. where Fonts in the time of 
Popery were unfitly and ſuperſtitiouſly placed. 

The Childe ro be Baptized, after notice given to the Mi- 
niſter the day before, is to be preſented by rhe Father, or 
( incaſe of his neceſſary abſence ) by fome Chriſtian friend 
in his place, profeffing his carneſt defire that the Childe may 
- be Baptized. | 

Before Baptiſme, the Miniſter 15 to uſe ſome words of In- 
ruction, touching the Inſtitution, Nature, Uſe and ends of 
this Sacrament: Shewing, 

That it is Inſtitnted by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt - That it is 
a Seale of the Covenant of Grace, of our Ineraffinz into 
Chriſt, and of our Vnion with him, of Remiſſion of ſins, Re- 
generation, Adoption, and Life eternall : That the Was- 
ter in Baptiſme repreſenteth and ſignifieth, both the Bloud of 
Chriſt, which taketh away all guilt of (june, Originall and 
Atul, and the [andtifying vertue of the Spirit of Chriſt, 
againit the Dominion of Sin, and the Corruption of our ſinfull 
Nature : That Baptizing, or ſprinkling and waſhing with 
water fignifieth the eleanſing from Sin by the Blond, and for the_s 
Merit of Chriſt, together with the Mortification of Sin and ri. 
ſing from Sin 10 newneſſe of life, by wertue of the Death and 
Reſurreition of Chrift : That the Promiſe i made to Believers 
and their ſeed, and that the ſeed and poſterity of the faithful 
born within the Charch, have by their birth, inter«ſt in the_. 
Covenant, aud right to the Seel of it, and to the outward Pri- 
viledges of the Church, under the Goſpel, no liſſe then the Chil-. 
dren of Abraham, in the time of the Old Teſtament , the Cove- Þ 
nant of Grace, for ſubſtance being the ſame, and thes 
Grace of God and the conſolation of Believers, more plenti- 
full then before: That the Son of Gad admitted little Chil- 
dren inte his preſence, embracing and blefing them, [ayjing. 
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For of ſuch is the Kingdome of God : That childyey We 
ure Firs received into OW ome of the ae <eag EARS 
gnifhed from the world,and them that are without ,and anited with 
Beleevers ; and that all who are baptized in the Nawt of Chritt, 
do renounce, and by their Baptiſme are beand to fight agatnſt rhe 
Devil, the World and the Fleſh : That they are CO _ fa- 
derally holy before Baptiſme, and therefore are they baptized, T hat 
the inward Grace ana virtue of Baptiſm i not tyed to that very 
moment of time wherein it is a4miniſtred, and that the fruit aud 
power thereof reacheth to the whole courſe of onr life ; and that out- 
ward 3 aptiſ? me isnot [0 neceſſary ,that throwghthe want t the 
Infant is in danger of Damnation, or the Parents guilty, if they do 
not contemne or neglect the Ordinance of Chriſt when and where» 
it may be had. 

In theſe or the like InſtruRions, the Miniſter is to uſe his 
own libertie, and godly wiſdom,as the Ignorance or Errours 
inthe Do@rine of Baptiſme,and theEdification of the people 
ſhall require. | 

He is alſo to admoniſh all chat are preſent, 

To lookback to their Baptiſme : to repent of their ſins againi# 
their Covenant with God, to ſtirre up their faith , to improve aud 
make the right uſe of their Baptiſme, and of the Covenant ſeakad 
thereby betwixt God and their ſouls. 

He is to exhort the Parent, 

To conſider the g*<4t Mercy of God to him and his childe , To 
bring up the child the knowledge of the grounds of the Chriſti- 
an Religion. ..d in the nurture and admonition of the Lord,andto 
let him 1-90 the danger of Gods wrath to himſclfe and ch; lde,if he 
be »5/1gent : Requiring his ſolemn promiſe for the performance of 


Of Baptiſme, Xt 


MS duty. 


This being done, Prayer isalſo to be joyned with the 


word of Inſtitution, tor ſanifying the water to this ſpiritual 
uſe, and the Miniſteris to pray to this or the like re; 


_ That the Lord who hath not left us « ftrangers without the_ 
1 JI 
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2:2. Of Baptiſme. 
Covenant of promiſe, but called "to the priviledges of his Ordi- 
nances, would graciouſly vouckſafe to ſanitifie and bleſſe his own 


ordinance of Baptiſme at this time : That he would joyn the inward 
Baptiſme of hi ſpirit with the outward Baptiſme if water ; make 
this 'Baptiſme to the Infant a Seal of Adoption, Remiſfion of Sin, 
Regeneration, aud Eternall life, and of all other promiſes of the Co- 
wenant of Grace : That the childe may be planted into the likeneſſeof 
the death and Reſurrection of Chriſt, and that the body of Sin being 
deſtroyed in him, he may ſerve God in newneſſe of life all hs daies. 

Thenthe Miniſter is ro demand the Name of the Childe, 
which being told him, he is to ſay (calling the Childe by his 
Name) | 

| py thee in the Name of the Father ,of the Son,and of the. 
Holy Ghoſt. 

Xs he pronounceth theſe words,heisto Baptiſe the Childe 
with water : which for the manner of doing it, is not only 
lawfull, bur ſufficient and moſt expedient to be, by pouring 
or ſprinkling of the water.on the face of the Childe, withour 
adding any other Ceremony. 

This done, he 15 to give thanks and pray,to this,or the like 
purpoſe; 

Acknowledeing with all thankfullneſie that the Lord & tre 154 
faithful in keeping Covenant and mercy, That he is good and gra- 
cious, not only in that he numbreth us among his Saints, but ts 
pleaſed alſs to beitow upon our children 1b ſingular token and 
badze of his love in Chriſt: That in his truth «ug ſpecial provi- 
dence, he duilybringeth ſome into the boſe of ht» herd, to be 
partakers of hu inetttmzable benefits, purchaſed by the way, of his 
gear Son, for the continuance and mcreaſe of his Church. 

And praying, That the Lord would ſtill cominue, and daily con- 

7me more and more thu his un[beatable favour: That he would re- 
ceive the Infant now Baptied, and ſolemnly centred into the houſe- 
hold of Faith, into hu Fatherly tuitton and defence, and rememher 


Gimmith the favour that he ſhewtth to his people, That if he ſhall 


Of Baptiſme_. '23 
be taken out of this life in his Infancy, the Lord, who ts richin 
mercy, would be pleaſed to receive him up into glory; & if he live, 
and attain the yeares of diſcretion, that the Lord would ſo teach 
him by his word and Spirit, and make his Baptiſme effeFuall ts 
him, and ſo uphold him by his divine power and grace, that by 
Faith he may prevail again#t the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh, 
till in the ena heobtain a full and finall vidtory, and ſo be kept by 
the power of God through Faith unto Salvation, through eſs 


Chriſt our Lord. 


— — 


of the Celebration of the Communion, or Sacrament 
of the LORDS SYVPPER. 


_— Commnion, or Supper of the Lord is frequently 
to be Celebrated: Burt how often, may be confidered 
and determined by the Miniſters and other Church Go- 
vernours of each Congregation, as they ſhall finde moſt 
convenient for the comfort and edification of the people 
committed to their charge. And when it ſhall be admi- 
niſtred, we judge it convenient to be done after the mor- 


ning Sermon. 
The Ignorant and the Scandalousare not fit toreceive this 


Sacrameur of the Lords Supper. 

Where this Sacrament cannot with conveniency be fre- 
uently adminiſtred, it is requiſite that publique warning be 
iven the Sabbath-day before the adminiſtration thereof; 

and that either then, or on ſome day of that week, ſomething 
concerning that Ordinance, and the due preparation there- 
unto, and participation thereof be taught, that by the dili-' 
oent uſe ofall means ſanfified of: God to that end, both in' 
publique and privare,all may-come-betcer' prepated to' thar, 

heavenly Feaſt, J 16 9212 UNE 90 A NN en 
' When the day is come for adminiftration, the Minifter 
D 2 having 


-24 Of the Lords Supper. | 
baying-ended his Sermon and Prayer, ſhall makea ſhort Ex- 
hortation; 

E xpreſting the ineſtimable benefit we have by this Sacrament , 
together withthe ends and uſe thereof : ſetting forth the great ne- 
ceſdity of baving our comforts and rength renewed thereby in this 
aur pilgrimage ana warfare : How nece(ſary it i5 that we come unto 
it with Knowledge, Faith, Repentance, Love, and with hungring 
and hiring ſoules after Chriſt and his benefits: How great the 
danger, to eat and drink unwerthily. | 

Next, he 15, inthe Name of Chriſt, on the one part, 10 warn all 
ſuch as are Ignorant ,Scandalons, Profane, or that Ive in any ſin or 
offence againſt their knowledge or conſcience, that they preſume not 
#0 come to that holy Table, ſhewing them, That he tht eateth and 
drinketh unworthily,eateth and drinketh judgement unto himſelfe: 
And on the other part he is in eſpcciall manner to invite andencou- 
rage all that lahour under the ſexſe of the burden of their ſins and 
fear of wrath, and deſire te reach out unto a greater progreſſe in 
Grace then yet they can attain unto, to come tothe Lords T. able,aſ- 
ſuring them, inthe ſame Name, of eaſe refreſhing and #rengih to 
their weake and wearied ſoules. © 

After this Exhortation, Warning and Invitation,the Table 
being before decently covered, and ſo conveniently placed, 
that the Communicants may orderly fir abour it, or atitz þ. 
The Miniſter is to begin the action with ſanRifying and 
blefling the elements of Bread and Wine ſet before him (the 
Bread in comely and convenient veſſels, ſo prepared, that 
being broken by bim, and given, it may be diſtributed a- 
monegſt rhe Communicants: The Wine alſo in large Cups) 
taying firſt ina few words ſhewed'; That thoſe elements, 
otherwiſe. common, are now ſer apart and ſandified to this 
holy ule, by the word of Inſtixutionand Prayer. . 

. Letthe words of Inſtitution be read out of the Evange- 
liſts, or out of the firſt Epiſtle of the Apoſtle Paw to the 
Cariythians, Chap. 11.ver-23. 1 have reccived of the Lgrd, &c. 
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to the 27. verſe, which the Miniſter may, when he -ſeeth re- 
quiſite, explain and apply. | | DO EOIIES 
Lerthe Prayer, Thankſgiving,or Blefling of the Bread and 
Wine, beto this effect ; : TREE 
V - 71th humble and hearty acknowlidgement of the greatmeſſa 
| Vs our miſery, from which neithes man nor Angel wis | 4; 
ble to deliver us, and of our great unwarthine(ſe of 1he leaft of alt 
Gods mercies; To give thanks to-God for all his benefits,and eſþeci- 
ally for that great benefit of our Redereption, the love of God the. 
Father, the ſufferings and merits of the Lord Fefus Chriſt the Lon 
of God, by which we are delivered, and for all weanes of Gracezthe 
Word and Sacraments, and for this Sacrament in particular, by. 
which Chriſt and all his benefits are applied and ſealed up unto us, 
which,notwithſtanding the deniall of them unto othev's,are in great: 
mercy continued unto us,after ſo much and long abafe of they all, \- 
To profeſſe that there ts no other Name under heaven by which. 
we can be ſaved but the Name of Feſws- Chriſt ,by whine alone we - 
receive liberty and life, have acceſſe to the throne of: Grace, are ad- . 
mitted to eat and drink at his own Table, and arc fealed up by his 
Spirit 10 an aſſurance of happineſſe and everlaſting life, 
Earneſfthy to pray to God,the Fathir of all mercies,and God of all ' 
conſolation, to-vouc hſaft his gracious preſence; and #heefftituall 
working of his (þirit-in #s, and ſo 18 ſantHifie theſe Plements bs 
of Bread and Wine, and to bleſſt hi vwne Ordinance ;t hat we may . 
receive by Faith the Body and Blond of Feſus Chrift exacified for 
#, 4nd ſo to feed upon him, tht he my bt onowith us; 1nd we with 
kim, that he may live ins, andwem hin, ani 46bips; 'wha hath . 
loved us , and given himſelf fa hs... oor oo 
All which he is to-eadegyqux 9. performe with ſuitable 
affections anſwerable to ſuch an holy Action, and to ſtir up . 
the like inthe people. * Eo ambaghts of 
 TheElements bens now ſanQified by the Word nbd 
Prayer, The Miniſter,being at the Table, is to take the Bread ' 


. * — 


inhs hand, and ſay, incheſe cxpreifions {or other this Hike - 
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26 . Of the Lords Supper . 

uſed by Chriſt, 'or his Apoſtle uponthis occaſion: 
' = Accerdingtotheholy Infltarian, command, and example of ouy 
bleſſed Savieur Jeſus Chriſt, I take this Bread, and having given 
thanks,I break it, and give it unts you (There the Miniſter, who 
is alſo, himſelf tro;communicace, .is.to break the Bread, ang 


giveit ro the Communicants: Take ye,cat ye,T his is the Body of 


 Chrift which x broken for you, Do thus in remembrance of him. 

In like manner the Miniſter is to take the Cup, and fay in: 
thefe expreſſions ( or other the like, uſed by. Chriſt, or the 
Apoſtleupan theſame occaſion ;) 

Aceording to the Inititution, command, and example of our 
Lord Zeſus Chriſt, I take this Cup, and give it unto you, ( Here he 
giveth itto the Communicants; ) This Cup i the new Tefba- 
ment in the Bloud of ChriZt, which i ſhed for the remiſsion of the 
fins of many, Drink ye all of it. 

After all have coinmunicated,the Miniſter may, in a few 
words, putthem in minde 
.. Of the grace of God in Jeſus Chriſt, held forth in this Sacra- 
ment, and exhort them to walk worthy of it. 

The Miniſter ts rogive ſolemn thanks to God, 

' . For his rich mercy and invaluable irmp veuchſafed to them 
in that Sacyament, and to intreat for pardon for the defeits of the 
whole ſervice; and. for the gractons afittance of his good Spirit, 
whereby they may be enabled to walk in the' ſtrength of that Grase,, 
#5 becometh thoſe who have received ſo great pledges of ſalvation. 
...'The Collection. for. the poor is'{o to be ordered, that. no 
part of che publique watſhip-be thereby hindred, |, ©. oh: | 
- +: t-» of the Santtifit ation of the Lords Day. © © 
THe Lords day oughrto be ſo remembred beforchand, as 
A. tharall worldly bufineſle of,,our ordinary Callings may 
be {o ordered, and ſo timely and feaſonably laid aſide, asthey 


—T 


may.not be impediments to, the due {anRifying, of the Day 
[When it comes. - + , 7 4s : "The 
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Of the Santtification of the Lords day. 27 
The whole Day is to be celebrarg as. holy 'to-the Lord, 
both in publique and private,as being the Chriſtian Sabbarh, 
To which end its requiſite, that there be a holy ceſſation, or 
reſting all the Day, trom all unneceſſary labours, and an ab- 
" | Raining, not only from all-ſports and paſtimes;but'alſo from 
all worldly words and thoughts, ' \ 6097 TGT 0! 
Thart the dict on that: Day be ſo ordered, as that neither 
ſervants. be unneceſſarily derained from the -publique wor- 
ſhip of God, nor any other perſons hindred fromthe ſandti- 
tying that day. | | Rel 2 
That there be private preparation of every perſon or fa- 
mily, by prayer for themſelves, and for Gods aſſiſtance of 
the Miniſter, and for a bleiſing upon his Miniſtery, and by 
{uch holy exerciſes, as. may further diſpoſe them to'a 
more comfortable communion - with God in his publique 
Ordinances, 

Thar all the people meetſo timely for publique worſhip, 
that the whole Congregation may be preſent at the begin- 
ning, and with one heart ſolemnly joyn together in all parts 
of thepublique worſhip ; and not depart till after the Blefling. 

Thar what time is vacant, between, or after the ſolemne 
meeting of the Congregation in publique, be ſpent in Read- 
ing, Meditation, Repetition of Sermons (eſpecially, by cal- 
Img their families to an account of what they have heard)and 
. | Catechizing ofthem, holy conferences,Prayer for a Blefling 
\ | rponthe publique Ordinances, firiging of Pſalmes, viſiting 
the ficke, relieving the poor.,and ſuch like duties of piety ,cha- 
rity and mercy, accountingthe Sabbath a dehight,- * 


hd . "” had 
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The Solemnization of Marriages. 


——_—_— Marriage be no Sacrament, nor peculiar to 
the Church of God, bur common. to mankinde, and 
f publike intereſt 1n every Common-wealth; yer becauſe 
marry are to marry in the Lord, and have ſpeciall 

. > 9g. 
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28 Of the Solemni7 ation of Marriage. 


need of Inſtruttion 5 Dire&Rion , and Exhortation , from the 
Word of .God ar tfeir*entring into ſuch a new condition z 
and, of the bleſſing of God upon thera therein; we judge it | 
expedient, that Marriage be ſolemnized by a lawfull Miniſter 
of the Word, that he may accordingly counſell them, and 
pray fora bleſſing upon them. - 

Marriage is tobe betwixt one man and one woman only 


and they, ſuch as are not within the degrees of Conſanguini- 


ty or Aﬀinity prohibited by the Word of God, And the par- 


ties are to be of years of diſcretion, fir to make their own 


choice, or upon good grounds to givetheir muruall conſent. 
Beforethe ſolemnizing of Marriage between any Perſons, 


'their purpoſe of Marriage ſhall bepubliſhed by the Miniſter 
'threeſeverall Sabbath-dayes in the Congregatton,atthe place 


or-places of their moſt uſuall and conſtant abode reſpetive- 
ly. And of this Publication,the Miniſter,who is to joyn them 
in Marriage, ſhall have ſufficient Teſtimony, before he pro- 
ceedto ſolemnize the Marriage. 

Beforethat Publication of ſuch their purpoſe ( ifthe par- 
'ties beunder age)the conſent of the Parents, or others under 
whoſe powerthey are (in caſe the Parents be dead) is to be 
made known to the Church- Officers of that Congregation, 
'tobe Recorded. 

The like is to be obſerved in the proceedings of all others, 
although of age,whoſe Parents are living,for their firſt mar- 
__ nd in after- marriages of either of thoſe parties, they 
ſhall be exhorted not to contrat Marriage, without firſt ac- 
quainting their Parents with it, (if with conveniencic it may 
be done )endeavouring to obtain their conſent. 

Parents ought not to force theirchildren to marry with- 
out their free conſent, nor deny their own-conſent without 
juſt cauſe, . 

After the purpoſe or contra& of Marriage hath been th-4 
publiſhed,the Marriage is not to be long deferred, Ther" 
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Of the SoleminiFation of Marriage. 29 
the Miniſter, having had convenient warning, and nothing 
being objeRedto hinderit, is publiquely to ſolemnize it in 
the place appointed by Authority for publique Worſhip, be- 
fore a competent number of credible wirneſles, at ſome con- 
venient hour of the day, at any time of tne year, except ona 
day of Publique Humiliation. And we adviſe that it be not 
on the Lords day. 

And becauſe all Relations are ſanified by the Word and 
Prayer, the Miniſter is to pray for a bleſſing upon them to 
this effect : 

Acknowltdging onr ſins, whereby we have made our ſelves 
leſſe then the lea of all the mercies of God, and provek d him 
to imbitter all our comforts, earneſtly in the Name of Chriſt to 
intreat the Lord (whoſe preſence and favour is the happineſſe of 
every condition, and ſweetens every Relation (to be their Portion, 
and to own and accept them in chrift who are now tobe joyned 
in the Honourable Bit ate of Marriage, the Covenant of their God : 
And thit as be hath brought them together by his Providence, 
he would ſanitifie them by his Spirit, giving them a new frame_ 
of heart, fit for their new eſtate ;, enriching them with all Graces, 
whereby they may perform the duties, enjoy the comforts, undergo 
the de Per A Es 5 accompany that condition 
as becommeth Chriſtians. 

The Prayer being ended, it is convenient that the Miniſter 
do briefly declare unto them,out of the Scripture, 

The Inſtitution, Vſe, and end; of Marriaze, with the Conju- 


gall duties which in all faithfulneſſe they are to perform each to 


other, exhorting them to ſtudy the holy Word of God, that they 
may learn to live by Faith, and to be content in the midſt of all 
Marriage cares and troubles, ſanitifying Gods Name in a thank- 


full, ſober , and holy uſe of all Conjugall comforts, praying much 

with, and for, one another, watching over, and provoking each 

other to love and good works, and to live together as the heres of 
* theGrace of ifeS, Þ ® 


30 ' Of the Solemni7 ation of Marriage . 

Afrer ſolemn charging of the perſons to be married, be- 
fore the great God, who ſearcheth all hearts, and ro whom 
they muſt give a ſtri& account at the laſt Day, thar if either 
ofthem knowany cauſe, by precontra& er otherwiſe, why 
they may not lawfully proceed to marriage, that they now 
diſcover it : The Miniſter (if no impediment be acknowled- 
ged) ſhall cauſe, firſt, the man ts take rhe woman by the 
right hand,ſayingthele words, 


- 1 N. do takethee N. to be my married Wife,and do, inth2_ 
preſence of God, and before this Congregation, promiſe and cove- 
nant to be a loving and faithfull Husbayud unto thee, untill God 


ſhall ſeparate us by death, 


Fhen the Woman ſhall take the Man by his right hand, 
and {ay theſe words, 


I N. dotate thee N. to be my mariied Himsband, and Ido, in 
the preſence of God, and before this Congregation, promiſe and c0- 
venant,to be aloving, faithfull, and obedient Wife untothee,umill 
God ſhall ſeparate us by death. | 


Then, without any further Ceremony, the Miniſter ſhall 
ig_the face of the Congregation, pronounce them to be: 
Husvand and Wife, according to Gods Ordinance, and fo,. 
concludethe action with Prayer to this effect, 


That the Lord would be pleaſed to accompany his own Ordinance 
with hs bleſunz, beſeeching him to enrich the perſons now mar- 
ricd, 4s with other pledges of 'hus love, ſo particularly with the_ 
comforts and fruits of marriage, ts the praiſe of his abundant mer- 
cy, in and through Chriſt lefus. | 


A.Regilter isto be caretully kept, whereia the Names of 
the parties ſo married, with the time of their Marriage, are 
forthwithro be fairly Recordedin a Book provided for that. 
purpoſe, for the. peruſall of all whom it may concern, 


Concerning Viftation of the Sick, 


]- is the duty of the Miniſter, not onlyto teach the People 
E committed to his charge, in publique, but privately, and 


particularly ro admoniſh,exhorr,reprove,and comfort them, 


upon all ſeaſonable occaſions, ſo tar as his time,ſtrengrh, and 
perſonall ſafety will permit, 

He is to admoniſh them, in time of health to prepare for 
death ; and for that purpoſe they are often to confer with 
cheir Miniſteraboutthe eſtate of their ſouls : andin times of 
ſi-knefle to deſire his advice and help,timely and ſeaſonably, 
before their ſtrength nd uncerſtanding fail them. 

Times of fickneſle and aftliction, are ſpeciall opportuni- 
ries put into his hand by God, to miniſter a word in fea- 
ſon to weary fouls: becauſe then the Conſciences' of men 
are, or ſhould be more awakened to bethink themſelves of 
their Spiri-uall eſtates for Eternity, and Satan alſo takes 
advantage then, to load them more wgghy*fore and heavy 
temptations. Therefore the Miniſter being ſent for, and 
repairing to the ſick, is toapply himſelt with all renderneſſe 
and love, to adminiſter ſome Spirituall goodto his ſoul, ro 
this effect : 

He may,from the conſideration of the preſent ſickneſle, in- 
ſtruc him our of Scripture, that diſeaſes come not by chance, 
ot by diſtempers of body only, but by the wiſeand orderly 
guidance of the good hand of Godto every particular perſon 
ſmitten by them. And that whether it be laid upcn him our 
of diſpleaſure forſin, for his correction and amendment, or 
fortriall and exerciſes of his graces, or for other ſpeciall and 
excellent ends,” all his ſufferings ſhall turn to his profit, and 
work together for his good, it he ſincerely Jabourto make a 


{anQified uſe of Gods Viſation, neither deſpiſing his cha- 


ſtening,nor waxing weary of his correQion. 
If heſuſpe&thim of —_— he ſhall examine him in 
ers” + — EN” the 
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- 32 of the Viſitation of tht Sick. 
the Principles of Religion, eſpecially touching Repentance 
and Faith ; and, as he ſeeth cauſe, inſtruct him in the na- 
rure, uſe, excellency, and neceility of thoſe graces, as alſo 
* touching the Covenant of Grace, and Chriſt the Son of 
God.the Mediatour ofit,and concerning Remilſion of fins by 
faith in him. 

He ſhall exhort the ſick perſon to examine himſelf,to ſearch 
andtry his former waies,and his eſtate rowards God, 

And if the ſick perſon ſhall declare any ſcruple, doubt or 
temptation, that are upon him, inſtructions and reſolutions 
ſhall be given to fatisfie and ſettle him. 

If it appear that he hath not a due ſenſe of his fins, endea- 
vours ought to be uſed to convince him of his ſinnes, of 
the guilt and deſert of them, of the filth and pollution 
which the ſoul contracts by them, aad of the curſe of the 
Law, and wrath of God due tothem , tht he may betruly 
affeted with, and humbled for them, and withall ro make 
known the danger of deferring Repentance, and of negle- 
Ring ſalvationatanyrtime offered,to awaken his Conſcience, 
and rowzehim out of a ſtupid and ſecure condition, to ap- 
' prehendthe Juſtice and wrath of God, before whom- none 


can ſtand, but he that being loſt in hunſelt, layeth hold v pon - 


Chriſt by Faith. 

Ifhe have endeavoured to walk inthe wayesof holineſſe, 
and to ſerve God in uprightneſle,alchough not without man 
failings and infirmities ; or it his ſpirit be broken with the 
ſenſe of fin, or caſt down through want of the ſenſe of Gods 
favour;then it will befit to raiſe him up,by ſetting before him 
the freeneſle and fulneſle of Gods grace, the lufficiency of 
Righteouſneſle in Chriſt,the gracious offers in the Goſpel, 
that all whd repent and beleeve with all their heart in Gods 
mercy through Chriſt, renouncing their own Righteoulnes, 
ſhall have life and ſalvation in him, 


It may be alſo uſefull ro ſhew him, that death hath init no 


Spiri- | 
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of the Viſitation of the Sick, _—_ 
Spiritvallevil to be feared by thoſe that are in Chriſt, be- 
cauſe fin the ſting of death is taken away by Chriſt, who hath 
delivered all that are his from the bondage of the fear of 
death, triumphed over the grave,given us victory,is Himſelf 
entred into glory,to prepare a place for his people : So that 
neither life nor death ſhall be able to ſeparate them froin 
Gods love in Chriſt, in whom ſuchare ſure, though now 
they muſt be laid inthe duſt, ra obtain a joytull and glorious 
Reſurrection to eternal life. | 
Advice alſo may be given,asto beware of an ill grounded 
perſwaſion on mercy, or on the goodneſle of his condition 
for Heaven, ſo to diſclaim all merit in himſelf, and to caſt 
himſelf wholly upon God for mercy in the ſole Merits and 
Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, who hath engaged himſelf never 
ro caſt off them, who ia truth and fincerity come unto him. 
Carealſo mult be taken,that the ſick perſon be not caſt down 
into deſpair by ſuch a ſevere repreſentation of the wrath of 
God due to him tor his fins, asis not mollified by a ſeaſon- . 
able propounding of Chriſt and his Merit for a door ot hope ]- 
to every penitent Beleever. 
When the ſick perſon is beſt compoſed, may be leaſt di- . 
ſturded, and other neceſlary offices about him leaſt hindred, 
the Miniſter, 1t deſired, ſhall pray with him, and for him, to - 
thiseffe& 4 
Confeſsing an ibewailing of (in Originall and Aftuall,the mi- 
ſerable condition of all by nature, as berg Children of Wr th \ 
and under the Curſe, acknowledging that all Diſeaſes, S1ekn ſes, - 
Death, and Hell it ſelf, are the proper iſues and effects thereof : 
Im loring Gods mercy for the ſick perſon through the Blonn of 
Chriit, beſeeching that God would open his ey*s, difcover unto 
hon his ſins, cauſe him to ſee himſelf loft in himſelf, make_s 
known to him the cauſe why God ſmiteth him, reveal Jeſus Chriſt 
to hu ſoal for Rightenuſnefse and life, give unto him his holy 
Spirit 10 create and ferenethen Gy to lay hold upon = = 
E: 


34 Of the Viſitation of the Sick, 


work in him comfortable evidences of his lyve, t0 arm him againſt 
temptations, to take off his hzart from the world, to ſanttifie his 
preſent Viſutation,to furniſh himwith patience and ſtrength #0 bear 
it, and to give him perſeverance in Faith to the end. 

That if God ſhall pleaſe 10 adde to his dayes, he would wonch- 
ſafe to bleſſe and —_ all means of his recovery,to remove th: 
diſeaſe, renew his ſtrength, and enable him to walk worthy of 
God, by a faithfull remembrance, and diligent obſerving of ſuch 
vows and promiſes of holineſe and obedience, as men are apt to 
make in times ofſickneſſe, that he may glorifie God in the remain» 
 #ng part of his life_, 

And if God have determined to finiſh his aaies ty the preſent 
Viſitation, he may finde ſuch Evidence of the Pardon of 1:15 ſins, 
of his intereſt in Chriſt,and eterzall life by Chriſt, as may cauſe_> 


his inward man to be renewed, while his outward man d cayeth , * 


that he may behold Death without fear, cait himſelf wholly upon 
Chriſt without doubting deſire to be drſsol ved andto ve with Che ft 
and ſo receive the end of hu Faith, the ſalvation of 1s Soul; 
through the only merits and interceſ#on of the Lord Beſs Chriſt, 
Hur alone Saviour and 2 li-ſufficrent Redeemer, | 
The Miniſter ſhall admoniſh him alſo (as there ſhall be 

cauſe) to ſer his houſe in order, thereby to prevent inconve- 
niences, totake care for thepayment of his debts, and to 
make reſtitution or ſatisfation where he hath done any 
wrong, to be reconciled to thoſe with whom he hath been ar 
variance, and fully to forgive all menthcir treſpaſles againſt 
him,as he expects forgiveneſle at the hand of God. 
— Laſtly, the Miniſter may improve the preſent occaſion to 

exhort thoſe about the fick perſon, to conſider their own 
mortality, to return tothe Lord and make Peace with him 
in health to prepare for ſickneſle, death, and judgement, and 
all the dayes of their appointed time ſo to wait untill their. 
change come, that when Chriſt, whois our life, ſhall appear, 
they may appear with him in glory, 


Concerning 


35 
Concerning Burial of the Dead: 


V Hen any perſon departeth this life, let the dead body; 
| ln the day of Buriall, be decently atrended from 
the houſe to the place appointed for publique Buriall, and 
there immediately interred, without any Ceremony, | 

And becauſe the cuftomes of kneeling down, and pray- 
ing by, ortowards the dead Corps, and other ſuch uſages, 
inthe place where it lies, before it be carried to Burill; 
are Superſtitious : and for that, praying, reading, and fing- 
ing both in going to, and at the Grave, have been zrodly 
abuſed, are no way beneficiall ro the dead, and have proved 
many wayes hurtfull ro the living, therefore ler all ſuch 
things be laid aide. 

Howbeit, we judge it very convenient, thatthe Chriſtian 
friends which accompany the dead body to che place ap- 
pointed for publique Burial], do apply themſelves ro medi- 
rations,and conferences ſuitableto the occaſion : And that the 


Miniſter,as upon other occafions,ſo at thistime, if he be pre- 


ſent, may putthem in remembrance of theirduty. 
That this ſhall not extend to deny any civill reſpeRs or dif. 
ferences at the Buriall, ſnitable ro the rank and condition of 


the party deceaſed whileshe was living, 


— 


Concerniae Publique Solemxe Faſting, 


Hen ſome great and notable Judgements are either 


VV inflicted upona People, or apparently imminent, or 
by ſome extraordinary provocations notoriouſly deſerved ; 
as alſo, when ſome ſpecill bleſſing is to be- ſought and ob- 


rained, Publique ſolemne Faſting (which is to continue the 


| — 


whole Day) is a Duty that-God expecteth from: the Nation, 


TO eee eee lion et ee ee 
/ 


3b Of Pudlique Faitinz. 

A Religious Faſt requires tortall abſtinence, not only from 
all food (unleſſe bodily weakneſſe do manifeſtly diſable 
from holding out till the Faſt be ended, in which caſe ſome- 
what may be taken, yet very ſparingly, to ſapport nature 
when ready to faint ;) but alſo from all worldly labour, 
diſcourſes and thoughts, and from all bodily delights, (al- 
though at other times lawtfull ) rich apparell, ornaments and 
ſuch like, during the Faſt; and much more from whar ever 
is, in the nature, or uſe, ſcandalous or offenſive ; as, gariſh 
attire, laſcivious habits and geſtures, and other vanities of 
either ſex, which we recommend to all Miniſters in their pla- 
ces, diligently and zealouſly to reprove, as at other times, ſo 
eſpecially ata Faſt, without reſpect of perſons, as there thall 
be occaſion. | 

Before the publique meeting, each Family and Perſon 
apart, are ptivately to ule all Religious care to prepare 
their hearts to ſuch a folemn work , and, to be early at the 
Congregation. 

So large a portion of the Day, as conveniently may be, 
15to be ſpent in publique Reading, and Preaching of the 
Word, with finging of Pſalmes fit to quicken affetions 
ſuitable to ſuch a Duty , but eſpecially in Prayer, to this or 
the like effe; 

Giving Glory tothe Great Maieſty of God, the Creatour, Pre- 
ſerver, and Supream Ruler of all the World, the better to affect 
ws thereby with a holy reverence and awe of Him. Acknow- 
ledging his manifold, zreat, and tender mercies, eſpecially to the— 
Church and Nation, the more effetually to ſoften, and abaſe our: 
hearts before him.. Humbly confeſsing of (ins of all ſorts, with : 
their ſeverall aggravations: Inſtifying Gods righteous Indge-. 
ments, 4s veing far leſſe then our ſins do deſerve , yet humbly and. 
earneſtly imploring his mercy and grace for our ſelves, the; 
Church 2nd Nation, for our Kinz, and all in Amthority, and 


for all others for whom we are bound to pray ( accordinz_as the pre- 


, 
| 
[ 
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cified towards them, by anſwers of Grace, in pardoning of fin 


Rat "of Publique. Pafting: J-3q >. 

#t exigent, requireth) with more- ſpeciul-impattavity andentange- 
ah then ut other times. CA pplying by fvth the; Promiſes andiGvod- 
ves of Grd, for Pardon, help & deliveradceffonitheevils felt; feared, 


.or-deſerved, & for obtaining the bleſſings which we need of expert; to- 


gether with a giving up of our ſelves wholly & for ever untothe:Lord. 


| {4 -Jnall cheſs; the Miniſters, iwhoarcthe mouthes at che people 


unto God, ought ſo to ſpeake from theirhearrs upon ſerious and 
through premeditation of them, that bath chemſelves and their 
people may,be:much affeted,and even-melx*t thereby  eſpeci- 
ally with ſorrow fortheir fins, that it may be indeed a Day of 


-deep Humiliation and afftiing ofrhefout;” © © * 


Special choice is ro be made of ſuch Scriptures ro be read, & 
of ſuch Texts for Preaching,as may beſt work oh ci of 


hearcrs ro the ſpecial buſin fle of the day, and moſt dif r 


to humiliation and 'repenrance , inſiſting moſt on thoſe partitu- 


lars, which each Miniſters obſetvation and experience tels him 
are moſt conducing to the edification, and Reformation of. that 
"Congregation ro which he preacheth. EEE eek. 
_ Before the clofe of the publique D1 ties, the Miniſter is. His 
'own, and thepeoples'name, ro ingage his and rheir heartSto be 


. 


the Lords,with profeſſed purpoſe and reſolution to Reform whar 


'everis amifſe among them, and more particularly ſuch fins as 
they have been more remarkably guilty Of : and, to draw neeret 
unto God, andto walk more cloiely and faithfully with himin 
new obedience then ever before, . -— 
- Heisalſo ro admoniſh the people with all importunity,rthat the 
work of that day dothnot end with the Publiqueduties,of Des 
that they are ſo to improve the temainder of the day,and of their 
whole life, in re-inforcing upon themſelyes and their. families in 
Private, all thoſe Godly affeQions and refoligioris Which they 
profeſſedin publique, as thar they may be fertEd-in thelr hearts 
forever, and rhemſclves may more ſenſibly fing that God bath 
ſmelt a ſweer ſavourin Chriſt from rheir performiznces;and is pa- 
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mo of Dayes of Publique Thavkſciving. 
in removing of judgements, in averting or preventing of plagues, 
and in; conlerning of bleſsings ſuitable ro rhe condeioes and 
prayers of his people, by Jeſus Chriſt. | 

Beſide folemn and generall Faſts injoyned by authoriry, we- 
judge, that at other times, Congregations may keep dayes of 


Faſting, as Divine providence-ſhall adminiſter unto them ſpecial + 


occaſions. And alſo that Families may do the ſame,fo it benor 


on dayes whereinthe Congregation to which they do belong,'y.. 


to meer for Faſting, or other publique. duties of Worſhip. 


— 
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Concerning the obſervation of Dajes of Publique Thankſeiving. 


: RL. ] Hen ary ſuchDay is rq be kept, let notice be given of ir,- 


Y. and of the occafion thereof, ſome convenient time be- 
fote, that the people may the better prepare themſelves thers- 


unto, 
The day being come,and the Congregation(after private pre- 


parations) being aſſembled, the Miniſter isro begin wich a word - 


of exhortation to ſtir- up- the people to rhe Dury for which 
they are met, and wich a ſhort Prayer for Gods aſsiſtance and 


bleffing(as at other Conventions for publike Wotſhip)according | 


ro the particular occaſion of their, meering. . 5 
Let him then make ſome pithy narration of the deliverance ob- 


tained, or Mercy received, or of what ever hath-occafioned thar - 


aſſembling of the Congregation, that all may berter underſtand 
It, or be minded of it, and more affected with it. 


And becauſe ſinging of Pſalms is of all'other the moſt proper - 
Ordinance for expreſſing of Ioy and Thankſgiving, let ſome per. . 


tinent Pſalme or Pſalmes be ſung for that purpoſe, before or af- 
rer the reading of ſome portion of the . Word, ſuitablero the pre+ 
ſent bufineſſe. BE, | 

»s Then let the Miniſter who js to preach, proceed to further ex-: 
hortation and Prayer before his Sermon, with ſpeciall reference 


to the preſent work : after which let him-preach upon ſome Texr: © 
» of Scripture pertinent to.the occaſion. .. The ; 
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of Dayts of Publique Thankſeiving. = 
The Sermon ended, let him not onely pray, as ar other times 


after preaching is direQed, with remembrance of the'neceſſities 


of the Church, King and Stare (if before the Sermon they were 
omirted)bur inJarge himſelf in due and ſolemn Thankſgiving for 
former mercies and deliverances, but more eſpecially fer that 
which ar the preſent calls them together ro give Thanks : with 


humble Petition for the continuance and renewing of Gods 
wonrted mercies, as need [hall be, and for ſanQifying-grace ro- 
make a right uſe thereof, And ſo, having ſung another Pſalm 


ſuirable to the mercy, let him diſmiſſe rhe Congregation with a 
bleſſing, thar they may have ſome convenient time for their re- 
paſt and refreſhing. | 


But the Miniſter (before their diſmiſſion is ſolemnly ro adma-- 
niſh them, to beware of all exceſſe and 1iot, tending: to glutrony | 
or drunkenneſſe,and much more of theſe ſins themſclves,in their 


eating and refreſhing,and to take care that vheir mirth and rejoy- 


cing be not carnal, bur ſpiricual, which may make Gads praiſe to - 
be glorious, &-rhemſelves humble and ſober,and that barkeheir 

feeding and rejoycing may render them more cheerfull, and in« . 
larged further to celebrate his praiſes in the midſt of the Con--- 
gregation, when they return unto ir, in the remaining part of thar:. 


ay. - | RE 
When the Congregation ſhall be-again aſſembled, the like-- 


courſe in praying, reading, preaching, ſinging of Pſalms, and of- 
fering up of more praiſe and Thankſgiving,that is before dire&- 


ed for the morning, is to be renewed and continued ſofar as the . 


time viill give leave. | 
Art one or both of. the Publique meetings rhat day, a Col- 
leRion is to be made for the poor (and in the like manner upon 
the Day of Publique Humiliation) that their loyns may bleſfe 
us, and rejoyce the. more with us... And the people are to be 
exhorred at the end of the latter mecting , to ſpend the reſidue 
of that day .in..holy duties, and feſtifications of Chriſtian. 
JF love and charity.one towards _— and of rejoyeing mvee- 
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' with Grace in the heart, making melody untothe Ford.” 
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wy” ” Appendix ronching ng dey had places for Pablique NT” 


"Here is no Day commanded in cripture to be kept holy under the 
: Golpel;bitt the Lotds-day; 4 is the Chriſtian 3abbath, 
etiva dayes, vulgarly called Holy-dayes, having no:W arront in the 
Word of God;are not to be continned;., 
: ' Neverthelefſe jg is lawfull and neceſlary, upon ſpecial emergent oreah: 
by 2 - {pas,to ſeparate a day or dayes for Publique Faſtiog or Thankſgiying,as the 
RE ſeveral! eminent and extraordinary diſpenſations of Gods Protence {bl 
4dminiſter cauſe and opportunity fo his people. 
' As no place is capable of any holines under prerence of whatſoever De- 
dication or Conſecration,f neither is it ſubje& to-ſuch. ppNariquaſ wy 
uperftition formerly uſed had now laid afide,zs may rendecir ak 
inconvenient. for Chriſtians ta meer together rherein for thepubliq| 
: ſhip of God. ; And therefore, we hold it requiſite thatrhe pla 
2 - rtng for POOP? 5c uh ſhould be conifiue: 
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